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Term 4, Week 6, Wed 24 2021.

Dear parents,
We have 90% of our children back at school every day now. We hope the routine of being
able to come to school every day is working for your children — we have had some very
positive feedback from children and parents alike. We also acknowledge that the morning
and afternoon sessions are difficult for some families to manage.
We have been informed by the Ministry of Education that Auckland schools will retain our
current public health measures and other requirements that are in place at Alert Level 3,
Step 2 for the remainder of the year. This means Vauxhall School will keep the current
model we have in place until we finish school on December 14.
Final Day and Year 6 Graduation
Until now we have not had certainty about what the public health measures will be for
December 14. We have had our thinking caps (and masks) on and have come up with a
plan to celebrate with our Year 6’s and make their last day special. As school is staying
with our current health measures, the remainder of the year will run as follows:
Monday 13 December: Year 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 children last day on site with the usual
morning and afternoon rotation. Year 6 are also onsite as part of the usual

rotation but it is not their last day on site.
Tuesday 14 December: Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 children distance learning and a fun last
day zoom/google meet with their teachers in the morning. Year 5 children I am sorry
your teachers will be tied up with year 6's at school and so will not be able to host a
google meet.
Tuesday 14 December: All Year 6 children all come to school for the morning 8.45
am - 11.15 am. Children will be kept in their separate bubbles/groups. We will be
running a fun graduation ceremony and games for the children in the morning and
hoping for fine weather. They will finish school for the year at 11.15 am. I am sorry
no adults are allowed onsite. More information about the morning will be coming
through from the Totara syndicate for this group.
Parent Interviews
We will be running voluntary parent interviews over the phone this term. We believe that
over the phone is an effective and non—intrusive way for you to have a conversation with
your child’s home group teacher if you wish to.
Parent interviews will be held on Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 December between 4:00pm
and 7:00pm. Interview slots will be 10 minutes in length.
Your child’s home group teacher will call you at your allocated time.
You can book your interview at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the event code
gur24 or simply follow this link https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code/gur24.
The interviews will have the following focus:
Share our knowledge of how your child has been engaging since lockdown;
What has worked at home regarding your child’s learning and what you have
noticed/seen;
Discuss where children were when they left school;
Answer any questions you might have.
A reminder of the morning and afternoon session times:

Nga mihi
Gary Lawrence

VAUXHALL FUNDRAISING
Please lend a hand and help with our last effort to fundraise this year towards the new
playground. We're selling whole cakes at the Devonport Christmas market next Sunday 5
December. Every cake and every dollar counts. We need another 40 cakes baked,
decorated and ready for sale for this fundraiser to go ahead. We'll provide you with a box
to put it in. Please add your name to the list here: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/
1FMDlFAyqiAwVzNnaamrXLeyZs74LfrGZjrLPPuSjzH4/edit?usp=sharing, alternatively, if
you can't bake a cake but want to contribute, we're after helpers on the day, or simply
make a donation on Kindo. Contact Toni van Tonder @ vantondertoni@gmail.com with
any questions. Thanks in advance for your support.

SPORTS UPDATE TERM 4
Touch Rugby: If your child signed up to play touch rugby this term you will have seen the
note from Peter Thorne cancelling the upcoming season and the form you need to fill in for
processing refunds. We are sad to see the last of the team sports in the calendar
disappear but it was also expected. Here's hoping we have a great touch season next
year!
Rugby Festival Day: The last module of the Harcourts Rugby Festival was scheduled for
the day after we went into lockdown so we were unable to claim a refund on the bus costs
due to our contract with the supplier. We will advise if there are any team fee refunds
issued but this is a nominal amount with each team of 8 only costing approx $30 for both

tournament days. We will keep you posted, thanks for your patience.
Lastly, if your child has played basketball or netball for the school and you have borrowed a
shirt or a skort, please return in a named bag to the box just inside the office door
by Friday 9 December. All netball kit bags can be returned here also. Thank you.
Please lookout for the sports notice in the newsletter early next year which details all of the
sport options available at Vauxhall for 2022.
If you have any queries please get in touch with louisep@vauxhall.school.nz (basketball
and rugby) or jasminet@vauxhall.school.nz (netball).
Pre-season Autumn League North harbour Netball: Next year, North Harbour is planning to
run an Autumn League. This will be a much more relaxed league for teams to enter and for
players to get back into the game before the winter season starts. Parents can register
teams themselves without having the school involved. The dates for the Autumn Pre
Season League will be Thursdays 10 March through to 7 April (5 weeks) and the cost will
most likely be $120.00 per team to enter (but this will be confirmed). They will only be
running the Pre Season League on Thursdays and not Saturdays as well. All games will
be at Netball North Harbour and it will be open for teams from year 1 through to year 6.
The year 1 to 3 teams will play the modified game.
RETURNING LOANED DEVICES AND BOOKS
If you have a loaned school device (chromebook or iPad) that your child no longer requires
for distance learning as they have returned to school, could you please ask your child to
bring it to the school office.
If you have any school journals/books, could these please be returned to your child’s
classroom.
ACTIVITY COSTS
All activity costs are available for payment through KINDO now. Please settle these by
Friday 3 December, thank you. Any queries please contact office@vauxhall.school.nz.
ABSENCES/LATENESS
Please report any absences either through our website or call our absence line. If your
child is late, direct them to the office and we will help them sign-in on the Vistab system.
SCHOOL POOL HIRE
Due to Covid restrictions, our pool will be closed over the school holidays. We will review
hiring the pool to our school community in February 2022.
SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS
If you ordered a Scholastic book last term, they have been safely delivered and will be
given directly to your child in class next week. Thank you for your patience.
NZ SCULPTURE ON THE SHORE 2021
NZ Sculpture on the shore 2021 is now live online. Go to their website or view the
catalogue here.
NEW WORLD RECEIPTS, YUMMY STICKERS & BREAD TAGS
Please keep collecting your Yummy stickers - last year we received over $600 worth of
sports equipment just from the Yummy stickers. Devonport New World donate over $3,000
per year to our school as a percentage of money spent so please continue to collect
your receipts. We also collect bread tags that are then recycled & the proceeds go towards

providing wheelchairs for those in need. You can deliver any of the above to the school
letterbox please.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
VOICE DRAMA HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
*Level Permitting* - No harm in feeling hopeful, organised and booking a spot so as not to
miss out just in case! We are a fully vaccinated adult team working behind the scenes to
bring the Devonport children a well deserved outdoor fun and festive EPIC Christmas
holiday programme! The bouncy castle is booked for 16 & 17 December. Water cannons at
the ready! All social distance and school site safety regulations apply . Fingers and toes
crossed we can go ahead. Suitable for both boys and girls! No payments, just bookings at
this stage, voicedrama1@gmail.com.

CHRISTMAS TREES ORDERS
Ready to close off 2021? Please support your local Scout Group by buying your Christmas
tree from us.
Standard Size (1.7m –2.2m) Tree - $55 includes free delivery
Tree Collection (post Christmas) is $15
You can order online or email us at 1dsg.xmastrees@gmail.com and we’ll send you a link.
We will confirm your order and supply bank account details for online payment. All orders
must be received and paid by Tuesday 30 November. Delivery of trees will take place
Thursday 2 December from 6 pm and collection on Friday 7 January 2022 from 9 am. We
deliver on the Devonport Peninsula up to Esmonde Road, Hauraki. Thank you for your kind
support and we wish everyone a Merry Christmas.
BRAINPLAY ONLINE
Brain Play teaches STEM classes covering topics such as coding, robotics and 3D
printing. For the rest of Term 4, these will run online and after school hours. Free trials are
available and we have weekend events such as Minecraft. Ages 5 - 13. Email us for more
information on info@brainplay.co.nz or see brainplay.co.nz.
STEP2 STEP CHILDCARE
Welcome to Step2Step Child Care. We are two local nannies! We offer lots of services
from our lovely home based on Handley Avenue, which include before and after school
and kindy care, babysitting, school holidays and during the day care. We love to do
creative activities with the children such as painting, arts & crafts, baking, cooking, and
more. We also like to go on outings to local parks, beaches, reserves, playgroups,
libraries and sometimes also to places further away such as the zoo, the pools, the
aquarium, etc. We like to have a meeting before families sign on to ensure that it would suit
both of us, the children's happiness is very important to us! We also like children to have a
trial week with us to see how they would feel and ensure that it's something they would like
to continue to do! Our ratios are kept very small and friendly for all our care options! We

occasionally have a few more children during the school holidays. Here are our contact
details - phone - 0224136865, email - step2stepchildcare@gmail.com, Facebook
- @step2stepchildcare.
BIS SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE
Belmont Intermediate Schools Second Hand Uniform sale will be held in the school hall on
Sunday 16 January from 12 - 4 pm. All proceeds go towards funding students activities at
BIS. Cash only please! Any enquiries, or if you would like to help volunteer, please
email sfurlong@belmontint.school.nz. We look forward to seeing you there!
NEXT CHAPTER PARENTING
Next Chapter Parenting are offering Individual, or group, PARENTING SESSIONS
via Zoom. Eight one hourly sessions, weekly at a time convenient to you, available
evenings. Topics covered include Communication, Empathy, Setting Limits, Quality Time,
Consequences, Choices, Redirection, Pick your battles with your child, Problem Behaviour,
Praise vs Acknowledgement, Time In vs Time Out, The Pause, Erickson’s Stages of
Growth, Personality Types and how it affects your children. WINZ funding assistance
where
eligible.
Website:
www.nextchapterparenting.co.nz
Contact:
brigid@
nextchapterparenting.co.nz.
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