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Term 4, Week 8, Wed 8 Dec 2021.

Dear parents,
Thank you to the teachers and parents who took part in the phone parent interviews over
the last two days. We hope you found connecting useful.
Regarding next year, we can confirm that everyone will be back onsite for learning from the
start of the school year, regardless of what setting under the new Covid Protection
Framework we will be in (Red/Orange/Green). This is good news and means we can plan
for a great 2022.

What do you mean it is not that kind of traffic light?
Health Measures in Place at School
This year and next, health, safety and wellbeing will continue to be a priority for us and the
same public health measures you are very familiar with will remain in place:
Good hygiene and cleaning
Contact tracing systems in place
Vaccination requirements for staff and volunteers
If you are sick, you must stay home and get tested
Good ventilation.
And if we are at Red at any stage next year:
Face coverings will be required at school when indoors for students and staff in
Years 4–13
We will ask that only essential visitors come onsite.
With all these measures in place, public health has confirmed the risk of infection remains
low when at school, with households continuing to be where COVID-19 is spreading the
most. As noted by Dr Caroline McElnay, Director of Public Health:
Our experience in New Zealand and overseas with COVID-19 shows that it does not affect
children and teens in the same way it does adults. Children and teens don't become as
unwell if they do get infected, and they don't tend to pass the virus on so much as adults
when in a classroom setting.
Compared to other places, schools and early learning services are not environments
where we have seen significant spread of COVID-19. Household members and work
colleagues who are in close contact with people with COVID-19, are the most common
sources of transmission.
However, if we do have someone confirmed with COVID-19 in our school, we have a plan
in place to manage this and will contact you as soon as possible.
If you would like to learn more about the framework visit COVID-19 Protection Framework.
Reminder Regarding End of Year Organisation
Monday 13 December:
Year 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Children — last day on site with the usual morning and
afternoon rotation.

Year 6 Children — also onsite as part of the usual rotation but it is not their last day
on site.
Tuesday 14 December:
Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 Children — distance learning and a fun last day zoom/google
meet with their teachers in the morning. Year 5 children I am sorry your teachers will
be tied up with year 6's at school and so will not be able to host a google meet.
All Year 6 Children — come to school for the morning 8.45 am—11.15am. Children
will be kept in their separate bubbles/groups. We will be running a fun graduation
ceremony and games for the children in the morning and hoping for fine weather.
They will finish school for the year at 11.15am. I am sorry but no adults are allowed
onsite.
This is our last newsletter for 2021. Thank you all for your ongoing support and patience
this year. I wish you a safe and happy summer and look forward to a smoother 2022 full of
fun and onsite learning!
School starts on Thursday 3 February 2022 with our ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening on this
same day.
Merry Christmas
Gary

RETURNING LOANED DEVICES AND BOOKS
If you have a loaned school device (chromebook or iPad), these are now due to be
returned to the school office tomorrow.
If you have any school journals/books, could these please be returned to your child’s
classroom.
ACTIVITY COSTS
There are quite a few outstanding fees on KINDO - could these please be paid as soon as
possible. If you would like to set up a payment plan or require financial assistance, please
contact Gary principal@vauxhall.school.nz or office@vauxhall.school.nz.
STATIONERY LISTS 2022
You can now order your child's stationery for next year, click here. (Please then select your
child's class - Kowhai Year 2, Kowhai Year 3, Kauri Year 4, Kauri Year 5 or Totara Year 6).
There is a free gift offer for orders made in December and it is delivered to your door! If
your child is staying in Miro you do not need any more stationery at this time.
TEACHER ONLY DAYS 2022
In 2022 all schools are entitled to Teacher Only Days as part of the Teacher’s Collective
Agreement agreed to with the Ministry of Education. There are four of these days to be
utilised by June 2022. We have scheduled three teacher only days in Term 1:
Monday 28 March
Wednesday 13 April
Thursday 14 April

IMPORTANT DATES 2022
Mon 13 Dec - Years 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 last day onsite
Tues 14 Dec - Year 6 Graduation, school finishes at 11.15 am
Tues 1 - Wed 2 Feb - Teacher only days, school office open
Thurs 3 Feb - Term 1 starts
Thurs 3 Feb - 'Meet the Teacher' evening 5 - 7 pm
Mon 7 Feb - Waitangi Day, school closed
Tues 15 Feb - BoT meeting
Wed 2 Mar - School swimming sports
Wed 9 - Fri 11 Mar - ASB Getwise Financial Literacy Years 3 - 6
Tues 15 Mar - Photolife class & individual photos
Thurs 17 Mar Interschool swimming sports
Mon 28 Apr - Teacher only day
Tues 29 Mar - BoT meeting
Wed 30 Mar - Bi/triathon
Mon 4 - Thurs 7 Apr - Parent interviews TBC
Mon 11 - Tues 12 Apr - Parent interviews TBC
Wed 13 - Thurs 14 Apr - Teacher only days
Thurs 14 Apr - Term 1 ends
Fri 15 Apr - Good Friday

MILLION METRES CHRISTMAS TREE GIFTING
Dear Friends,
The weather is warming up and Christmas is just around the corner! This year we’ve got a
great way for you to get your Christmas presents sorted and support the Ngātaringa Ecocorridor Project in Devonport at the same time. Check out Million Metres Christmas here.
How it works:
You choose a bundle of native trees to buy and the waterway you’d like them
planted at – choose the Ngātaringa Eco-corridor Project!
You receive a beautiful e-card to gift on to your loved one.
Your trees get planted at our project next winter and get to work restoring this
precious place.
Gifting trees is a great way to give a zero-waste, sustainable gift that will have a positive
local impact for Devonport. More trees please!! Thanks so much for your ongoing support
and best wishes for a very happy summer.
Nga mihi nui,
Ngātaringa Eco-Corridor Volunteers.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
CHRISTMAS TREES ORDERS
Ready to close off 2021? Please support your local Scout Group by buying your Christmas
tree from us.
Standard Size (1.7m –2.2m) Tree - $55 includes free delivery
Tree Collection (post Christmas) is $15

You can order online or email us at 1dsg.xmastrees@gmail.com and we’ll send you a link.
We will confirm your order and supply bank account details for online payment. All orders
must be received and paid by Tuesday 30 November. Delivery of trees will take place
Thursday 2 December from 6.00 pm and collection on Friday 7 January 2022 from 9.00
am. We deliver on the Devonport Peninsula up to Esmonde Road, Hauraki. Thank you for
your kind support and we wish everyone a Merry Christmas.
MARBLES CHRISTMAS BOXES
It's finally December and we are so excited that Christmas is almost here. We love our
Christmas boxes and feel that these are the perfect way to bring the excitement of
Christmas to your home. We have been so grateful for all the orders that have come
through so far and have loved delivering them to your doors, every order simply makes our
day. For more information about our Christmas boxes and to order please visit our website,
it's really simple. Warmest regards and Merry Christmas, Ruth Christy and the Marbles
Family.
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE ONLINE FOR 2021
Unfortunately due to Covid Restrictions the traditional Holy Trinity Christingle service will
take place online on Christmas Eve at 5pm. Go to www.holytrinity.gen.nz click on the ‘Live
Stream’ tab and then follow the link to our YouTube page. To get the most enjoyment from
the service, you should have on hand an orange, a candle and four toothpicks with some
small sweets and/or fruit to put on them. We are very sorry we won’t see you in person but
hope you will join us virtually. If you would like more information, please call the Rev
Charmaine Braatvedt on 021 857 997.
DANCE CLUB
Dance Club after school classes on a Monday and Tuesday will be back in 2022! More
information to come, watch this space!
BIS SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE
Belmont Intermediate Schools Second Hand Uniform sale will be held in the school hall on
Sunday 16 January from 12 - 4 pm. All proceeds go towards funding students activities at
BIS. Cash only please! Any enquiries, or if you would like to help volunteer, please
email sfurlong@belmontint.school.nz. We look forward to seeing you there!
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