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Term 2, Week 3. Wednesday 15 May 2019.

PRINCIPAL'S THOUGHTS
Dear parents,
We are very pleased to be able to launch our new school website
www.vauxhall.school.nz.
Our new website has much greater functionality and is much more userfriendly. On our website you will be able to:
Report an absence or send us a message
Keep up to date with current news and events
Check the school calendar or past newsletters
Link to LINC-ED
Enrol online
Find out more about who we are as a school
Our website is mobile friendly and so reporting an absence in the morning or
night before is quick and easy.
We want to keep our website current and so, if you ever have any great photos
or articles, please email them to us through the ofﬁce or to me directly.
We are holding a Cultural Celebration in week 4, 21-23 May

All children
will be in groups of mixed ages, the older children supporting theTranslate
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younger ones (Tuakana-teina), moving between cultural activities run by the
teachers over the four days. On the Thursday children are invited to dress up
in a costume that reﬂects their, or any other, culture to celebrate diversity within
our community. Costumes or outﬁts could include kilts, a sports uniform,
swanndri and gumboots, kimono, traditional Chinese clothes, etc. Really, it
equates to anything students feel comfortable in.
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Students are also encouraged to bring along a shared plate of food that
represents their or another culture and they will join in on a shared morning tea
within their syndicate during the Thursday. Any food speciﬁcations or new
allergies should be alerted to the classroom teacher.
Any family members who would also like to visit and share aspects of their
family’s culture are welcome on this day. Please email your child’s teachers to
arrange this if you are interested.
Teacher Strike Day - Wednesday 29 May
As you will probably have heard, teachers and principals in both the primary
and secondary sector have voted to strike on Wednesday 29 May. The school
will be closed this day. There may be negotiations to avoid the strike in the
coming weeks but at this stage we should plan for it going ahead. Negotiations
to avoid the strike last year came to nothing.
Please be aware that teachers do not wish to strike. We would much rather be
working with children but believe we need to take this stance to work towards
fair pay and conditions. Teachers do not get paid whilst on strike. Teachers
cannot afford to strike, compounding one of the challenges teachers face and
are striking about in the ﬁrst place.
Takapuna-Devonport Community of Learners Teacher Only Day - Friday
31 May
A reminder that Vauxhall School will be closed on Friday 31 May as the
teachers from all the schools on the peninsula come together for a combined
professional development teacher only day.
Nga mihi
Gary Lawrence

BOARD OF TRUSTEES PARENT TRIENNIAL ELECTION
Every parent should have received by post a nomination form for the upcoming
triennial BOT election. There are spare nomination forms in the office. Any
nominations need to be handed personally to the Returning Officer or posted to
Vauxhall School no later than noon Friday 24 May 2019.
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Shannon McNaughton
Returning Officer
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VAUXHALL TURNS 100!
Next year Vauxhall School will be celebrating 100 years. Did you know that the
ﬁrst few months of the school were spent in the Artillery Shed at the
Narrowneck Camp (while the school building was built)? The school roll at this
time was 196 pupils. Apparently, it was not an uncommon occurrence for the
whole school to cease work while a thunderstorm was rattling on the iron roof
or while the guns were being taken from the shed for artillery practice. When
the school was eventually opened on its current site it consisted of four rooms
and was considered one of the most modern in the Dominion, equipped with
the latest appliances for lighting and ventilation. It's now time to showcase all
the fascinating pieces of history that involve Vauxhall School and the people
that have made it the fantastic school it is today. We are seeking keen and
enthusiastic former and present Vauxhall families and staff to help plan and run
the best reunion ever. If you would like to play a role, big or small, please get in
touch with Catherine Alexander catherinea@vauxhall.school.nz or give your
details to Shannon in the ofﬁce. We look forward to hearing from you!

The original school building

VAUXHALL SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 2019
Thursday 30 May, Fort Takapuna, save day Tuesday 4 June
Start Time – 1.00 pm
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Course details:
There are 3 different courses that are for the different age groups.
The short lap is all on grass. The medium lap goes behind the Café / Officers
Mess, the long lap is described below.
We will start children adjacent to the sealed road leading to the cafe and they
will run down towards Vauxhall Road, then towards the Narrow Neck end of the
reserve then continue up the hill keeping to the course, along the cliff side of
the reserve and to the left of the first bunker (the finish line for all year groups),
continue on the grass past the Officers Mess, pass the other bunkers to the
sealed road. Continue on the road past the fort and the other side of the
Officers Mess then join the track again and head towards the start line and
continue on to the finish line.
Starting:
All age groups except 6 year olds will start in the same place. The 6 year olds
will start closer to the finishing line and run almost a full short lap to the finish
line.
5 year old children run part of a short lap all on the grass. They cross the finish
line only once.
6 year old children run a short lap all on the grass. They cross the finish line
only once.
7 year old children run a medium lap. They cross the finish line twice.
8 year old children run 1 long lap about 1.1 km. They cross the finish line
twice.
9 year old children run 1 medium lap and 1 long lap about 1.5 km +. They
cross the finish line three times.
10 & 11 year old children run 2 laps about 2.2 kms +. They cross the finish line
three times.
Order of Events.
(There is no set time for starting each event – races begin when the course is
clear)
9yr girls
5yr girls
9yr boys
5yr boys
10 & 11yr girls
6yr girls
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7yr girls
7yr boys
8yr girls
8yr boys
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For safety, it is strongly suggested that children have suitable footwear to run
in. If you take responsibility for your child to run in bare feet, then we will need a
note to that effect.
Cross country is part of our PE programme, and the expectation is that all
children will participate unless they have a note from their parents/caregivers.
The emphasis is on participation and setting and achieving goals.
An email will be sent out in the event of a postponement by 10.30am that
morning.
Lunch is from 12.00 pm - 12.30 pm. The children will then walk to Fort
Takapuna for a 1.00 pm start.
Parent help:
We desperately need parents to help as course marshals (you will be placed
along the course to provide support and safety for the children) and judges at
the finish line. Altogether we need about 20 people.
Please consider if you are able to give us about 2 hours of your time to help
out. Please email martinl@vauxhall.school.nz if you can help, (see form below)
We will meet at the school office at 12.30pm, walk over to Fort Takapuna, place
cones around the course and leave parents at identified places around the
course.
I try to give as many people as possible the place they would like, however we
do need marshals at the back of the track.
Children who need asthma or other medication should take it, as necessary,
prior to the race and could then leave it with the teacher in charge of their age
group. Alternatively, parents may prefer to make their own arrangements for
medication.
Kind regards,
Martin Laurence

………………………………………………………………………………………........
I am able to help with the cross country as a marshall

☐

or Judge

☐

I am happy
to be placed at the back of the course as a marshal
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I would prefer to be on the Vauxhall Road side of the course

☐
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☐

Name : …………………………………………………..
Contact details: Phone ……………………………………..
email: …………………………….

SIGNING IN AND OUT
For health and safety reasons it is imperative that you sign your child in and out
of the school for appointments, lateness, etc. In the event of an emergency we
need to know where every child is. Thank you.
STATEMENTS
All statements will be emailed by the end of this week. If you would like to set
up a payment plan, please feel free to contact the ofﬁce@vauxhall.school.nz or
garyl@vauxhall.school.nz.
TRAIN OF THOUGHT
The Train of Thought is returning to Vauxhall School in Term 3. This is a unique
class developed especially for primary children by The Kids Coach. This
exciting 8week adventure is designed to bring out the best in your child by
helping them recognize their strengths, develop an optimistic and resilient
mindset and navigate the ups and downs of life more easily. To reserve a seat
please contact jen@thekidscoach.co.nz.
KNOWLEDGEATHON
Well done to all those children who have collected their sponsorship money. We
have a close competition for the classroom prize of a free lunch and the kids
are very excited about the results to be announced at assembly on Friday
(12.20pm  school hall).
STAY AND PLAY  AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Stay and Play after school care has been operating at Vauxhall Primary since
2012. We provide a safe, happy and fun environment for Vauxhall School
children to come to at 3.00 pm in Kauri. Children may attend on a regular or
casual basis. For further information contact Leanne or Kirsten on 021 231
8558 or email stayandplaynz@gmail.com.
WINTER WARMER!
Last day for collection is this Friday 17 May! We need good quality used kids
clothes for foster families. This winter Ngataringa Tennis Club is working with

local charity
“Roundabout," to bring kids winter clothes, warm blankets and
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shoes to foster families in need. The clothing donations box in the school office
all week for your kind donations. If you have excess clothing to donate or would
like to help with the collection, give Sarah a call on 022 320 3342. Thanks for
your support everyone, the Ngataringa Tennis Club Charity team.
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Leo Powles and Poppy Hawkins at the Outrageous Futures, Devonport Library
last week. Both of them spoke very well and stole the show!

IMPORTANT DATES
Thurs 16 May  Totara Auckland Writer's Festival
Fri 17 May  Knowledgeathon prizegiving
Tues 21  Thurs 23 May  Culture Week
Wed 22 May  Peninsula Orchestral sharing day at Hauraki School
Fri 24 May  close of BOT nominations
Tues 28 May  BOT meeting
Wed 29 May  Teacher Stike Day  school closed
Thurs 30 May  School Cross Country
Fri 31 May  Teacher Only Day  school closed
Mon 3 Jun  Queen's Birthday

Subscribe

Past Issues Thurs 6 Jun  Kauri's Kelly Tarlton overnight trip
Fri 7 Jun  BOT election day
Thurs 13 Jun  Rippa Rugby Tournament
Fri 14 Jun  Interschool Cross Country
Mon 17  Fri 21 Jun  One Can Two Can appeal
Tues 25 Jun  BOT meeting
Tues 2  Wed 3 Jul  Footsteps showcase
Fri 5 Jul  Term 2 ends

SPORTS RESULTS
Hockey
Vauxhall Redsticks vs Upper Harbour

win 7 - 1

POD Leila Ison

Translate

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

COMMUNITY NOTICES
SPANISH CLASSES @ VAUXHALL
Let's Speak Spanish, Thursdays
register ditadelvalle@yahoo.es.

3.15

-
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pm
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Totara.

Please

contact

Cristina

to

WAIHEKE WEEKENDER
Multi-level property, in tranquil setting, with panoramic views from Te Whau point to Oneroa. Sleeps up to
8. Check it out online – Huruhi Bay BeachHouse. Special rates for members of the Vauxhall School
community. A number of families and staff have stayed there. Contact Tim (Totara dad) – 027-289-4127.
DEVONPORT APARTMENT (CHELTENHAM SIDE OF MT VIC)
Furnished split-level studio apartment, forming part of a historic converted 1860s church. Fully selfcontained, with own street entrance + small rear courtyard. Suitable for one adult or couple. Refurbished
2017 with new shower, double bed, kitchen appliances, washing machine + dryer. Broadband
(‘reasonable use’) available. No smoking permitted either indoors or outdoors on property. Available for
short-to-longer term rental (2 weeks+). Contact Tim (Totara dad) – 027-289-4127.
5 BEDROOM VILLA TO RENT, EASY WALK TO VAUXHALL SCHOOL
Our lovely home is available to rent due to relocation. Close to school, Vauxhall shops and Cheltenham
beach it’s perfect for a family. With 5 double bedrooms (2 are ensuite), study nook, family bathroom, a
second rumpus/playroom and open plan living expanding out to a rear deck. Our large garden is great for
kids (pretty low maintenance) and we’ve offstreet parking. It’s available immediately and semi furnished
(this can be negotiated). To ﬁnd out more, please call Carolyn on 0221 694468
REACH EDUCATION PROGRAMME
Reaching Competence, by Reach Education, is a mathematics programme presented in booklet form that
is aligned with the New Zealand curriculum. It involves a range of activities including worksheets, handson tangible play, board games and online applications that parents can use at home to support their
children with their maths. Our aim is to deliver our programme to parents and caregivers at a price they
can afford and at a time when it is suitable for the family. Our booklets start from just $15 and we also
have maths resources available for purchase on our website. We provide maths workbooks for ages 4
plus. These can be viewed at www.reacheducation.co.nz/shop.
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GUITAR LESSONS
AVAILABLE
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There are very limited spots available for guitar lessons with professional musician Hugh Allan. Learn to
play contemporary songs, chords, scales, read tablature and notation in a fun environment. Contact
Hugh hugh.allan@gmail.com or 021 236 1419.
ZUMBA AND ENTERTAINING GYMNASTICS FOR ADULTS
This class consists of exercising by dancing and having fun for one hour. We will dance Latin rhythms,
pop music and other types of dance. Through dance we improve our metabolism, strengthen our muscles
and burn calories without realizing it. You don't have to be a dancer to sign up, you just have to want to
have fun. If you don't have someone to look after your child on Tuesdays at 5.30 pm, you can bring them
to class. If you are interested, please contact Krasna krasnamartinic@gmail.com or 022 029 9749.
FLAMENCO DANCE CLASSES
Come and discover your strength and passion for dancing. Victory Performance Centre on Thursdays at
7.30 pm for adults. Flamenco for children (from 3.5 years old) on Saturdays at 10.30 am. Or Viva Dance
Studio adult ﬂamenco on Fridays at 7.30 pm. Email krassdance@gmail.com.
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