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Term 3, Week 9, Wed 21 Sept 2022.

Dear parents,
Thank you to everyone who took the time to meet their child’s teacher/s over the last two
days. It is a busy week at Vauxhall as we also have Nathan Wallis speaking tomorrow
evening in our hall on brain development in children ages 5—12. I highly recommend
coming and listening to Nathan’s informative and entertaining message. This will also help
you understand our philosophy at Vauxhall School when it comes to curriculum delivery.
There is a flyer further below or you can click here to purchase tickets and read more.
The remaining trees and path to our new playground have been planted and installed and
are looking great. These are some of the new trees planted.

.
Speeches
Congratulations to all the children who wrote and presented a speech this year. Well done
to all our school finalists who presented in the hall and to Indi Holland and Millie Ison, joint
winners of our school speech competition. Indi and Millie represented Vauxhall with
confidence at the peninsula school speech competition. Well done to both girls and to Indi
for placing third in the competition!

The Kauri children enjoyed their EOTC trips last week exploring the Devonport Community
and planting trees as part of the Eco corridor project.

A special thank you to our outgoing board members Catherine Alexander, Ben Powles and
Olivia Riggall for your years of service on the board at Vauxhall School and the positive
impact you have made. Thank you to all the candidates that stood for election this year
and we welcome Mark Foster, Blair Hilditch and Grant Buckley to the board. Mark, Blair

and Grant will be joining existing board members Sally Scovell, Lesley-Anne Carey
(presiding member), Lou Powles (staff rep) and myself.
Ngā Mihi,
Gary

VAUXHALL SCHOOL SPORT

Vauxhall students had a fantastic day down at Bayswater park last Wednesday for the
Inter-Primary Football Tournament. They all modeled great sportsmanship, had fun and
showed teamwork throughout the whole day. Well done!

AFTER SCHOOL CARE AT VAUXHALL SCHOOL

WATERWISE
Did you know when your child reaches Year 6 they get to participate in a fabulous
programme called Waterwise? They go to Narrow Neck Beach on Tuesdays in the summer
months (Term 1 and Term 4) and learn how to sail an optimist yacht, paddle a kayak and
enjoy other fun water activities in a safe and supportive environment.

Waterwise has been running for over 20 years and all of the local primary schools
participate. Sessions are run entirely by parent volunteers at various levels. There are
essentially three ways parents can help:
1. Parent help - this is a relaxed and fun way to offer support, you turn up on the day and
generally speaking you are another pair of eyes in the patrol boats looking for obstacles.
We need parent help for safe adult:child ratios. You are very important!
2. Each year our school has the opportunity to train new Instructors for FREE. These new
instructors are vital to the ongoing success of Waterwise as they step up to replace those
instructors who are moving on. The instructor course is run over a few weeks generally in
April - you learn in a group with other parents from other local schools.
It doesn’t t matter if you don’t have a child in Year 6 yet - we’re keen to bring onboard
parents before their child reaches Year 6 (you can practice before being in front of your
own child!). Without new recruits coming on board now, we may not have enough trained
instructors when your child reaches Year 6. You too are very important!
Sailing experience is not necessary as the course starts from scratch. You learn to sail
exactly how the children learn, plus all the safety and instruction aspects including patrol
boat handling. In fact, if you’ve always wanted to learn how to sail, this is a great
opportunity.The only prerequisites are the ability to swim, enthusiasm and commitment.
Following certification, the expectation is that you can help each Tuesday for a couple of
hours.
3. The Waterwise Committee is comprised of 3 instructors from each primary school on
the peninsula. We are currently looking for a new Treasurer but you don’t need to be an
Instructor for this! There will be a great handover from our existing wonderful treasurer.
Joanna assures us that basic business accounting is all that is needed. If you are
interested in helping in any way please contact Vauxhall Waterwise waterwise@vauxhall.
school.nz or Christina Gibbes 021 0821 7007.
For more Waterwise information see https://devonportwaterwise.co.nz/training.php.
ACTIVITY COSTS/KINDO PAYMENTS
Thank you to all those who have made payments already. Did you know that with KINDO
you are able to make part payments? Just type in the amount you wish to pay next to the
item and it will automatically take it off the total owing.

IMPORTANT DATES 2022
Thurs 22 Sept - Nathan Wallis
Mon 26 Sept - Queen Elizabeth Memorial Day, school closed.
Wed 28 Sept - Pie day, order through Kindo now
Fri 30 Sept - Term 3 ends
Mon 17 Oct - Term 4 starts
Mon 24 Oct - Labour Day
Tues 25 Oct - BoT meeting

