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Term 2, Week 5, Wednesday 20 May 2020.

PRINCIPAL'S THOUGHTS
We have had a settled start back at school. The children and teachers seem to be very
happy reuniting with each other and there is a great vibe in the school. We can see the
huge beneﬁts face to face contact has on social and cognitive development through the
play, body language, communication and sense of connection the children have. I feel very
grateful to be able to come to school, be with the children and staff and to live in safety.
Thank you for trying your best to adhere to the distancing rules and staying off-site when
you can. Could you please remember to spread out and maintain social distancing if you
are present after school when there are large numbers of parents outside the school gate.
Once your child comes out, please move away quickly to ease congestion.
We are now releasing Miro children and their older siblings together between 2:45pm and
3pm so that parents can leave by 3pm and ease congestion.
I know the transition back to school has not been easy for some. Please continue to look
out for each other. If you know friends, or friends whose children are struggling, please

reach out, ask how they are going, offer to go to school together or catch up once children
are at school if you can. Please let the teachers know if your family is struggling so they
can take extra care with your children.
Contact Tracing
All visitors on school grounds please report to the ofﬁce to sign in and out. Parents who
need to visit classrooms sign in and out at the classroom. If you are collecting your child
during the day, please arrange this in advance through the ofﬁce.
After School Care
Stay and Play has ceased operation at Vauxhall School. We are in discussions with ‘Skids’
and hope to start after school care up again as soon as possible. Before Skids commits to
Vauxhall they need to collect information from parents who may use the service.
If you think you may use after school care on a casual or regular basis could you please
complete this survey. The sooner we collect this information the sooner we can get Skids
up and running, https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RYYHL3M
Cross Country
A separate email will be sent out today with all the information regarding cross country.
Due to the weather forecast we have moved the cross country to this Friday morning 22
May. This will be a closed school event - no spectators sorry - as, when parents attend,
mass gathering rules apply (10 maximum).
Chromebooks Lent to Students
If you have a school-owned chromebook leant out for distance learning, could your child
please now return it and the charger to the ofﬁce.
Wellbeing and transitions back to early learning and school for children and young
people with learning support needs
Hosted by Dr David Wales, National Director, Learning Support, this webinar is for parents
and whānau supporting children and young people with disabilities, high health needs,
learning and behaviour difﬁculties to return to early learning services and schools.
Panellists including Mark Potter, Principal Berhampore Primary School, parent Frian
Wadia, RTLB Cluster Manager Roseanne Gibson, Practice Adviser Māori (Pouhikiahurea)
Sonja MacFarlane and Psychologist Michelle Wood, Ministry of Education, will share their
diverse knowledge and experience.
You can join the live webinar any time from 10.45am for an 11am start on Thursday 21
May and participate by sending questions you’d like the panel to answer through the live
chat.
Nga mihi
Gary Lawrence

SCHOOL SPORTS
We are looking forward to resuming school sports at some stage in the future. While we
await confirmations on starting dates, please can you notify Mrs Powles louisep@vauxhall.school.nz - if you prefer that your child doesn't play in a team sport that
you'd previously registered for nor attend zone days (seniors only). This is your decision
entirely and you must feel comfortable making the right choice for your family.
To date we have had notification that Basketball North Harbour will not go ahead until
Semester 2 (2nd half of the year). We don't have any additional details that we can provide
around the management of other school sports.
North Harbour Netball - there will be 5 weeks of grading starting the week of 20 July and
then a 5 week round-robin starting 24 August. More information to follow. There is still no
news from our local league.
Thanks,
Louise Powles and Penny Harrison
MYKINDO - SCHOOL PAYMENTS
Please make school payments through your mykindo account. You can pay via American
Express, Visa, Mastercard, UnionPay (fees apply), POLi or bank transfer (no fees). Add
regular topups if you'd like, then allocate to payments when you're ready, or just pay as you
go. Go to www.mykindo.co.nz, or via the link on our school website,
www.vauxhall.school.nz. Any activity charges for Term 2 will go onto your mykindo account
by the end of the week.
MIRO - SPARE CLOTHES REQUIRED
We are looking for boys and girls clothes to keep in the spare clothes box in Miro. Sizes to
fit children ages 4 - 6 years old. We would be very happy to receive any pre-washed
leggings, shorts, t-shirts, long sleeve tops and singlets. These can be dropped into the
office, thank you.
NEW WORLD RECEIPTS
Please continue to keep all your Devonport New World receipts, once it is safe there will be
a box in the school office. John Ashton donates a percentage of money spent, last year we
received a few thousand dollars!
YUMMY STICKERS
Please keep collecting all your Yummy fruit stickers. At the end of Term 3 we count them
up and receive free sports equipment for the school.
CHESS AT VAUXHALL SCHOOL
Playing chess develops self-confidence, concentration and problem-solving skills. We are
really pleased to start a Chess Coaching Programme at our school and look forward to
bringing the excitement, competition and educational benefits of chess to our children.
Why Chess?
* Improve concentration and focus
* Develop important life skills – fair play and decision making
* Tactical & Strategic thinking
* Prepare for Chess Tournaments against other schools
* Develop a love of chess, of learning and of thinking

What happens in a Chess Power Coaching Programme? Each session starts with a formal
lesson; all players will learn a new strategy, idea or skill each week. Then they put those
skills into practice with activities and games. All games are monitored and supervised by
the coach who provides individual feedback along the way. Throughout the programme, we
reward kids that do well and encourage and support kids that are struggling. At completion
of the programme we recognise each child with a certiﬁcate based on their performance.
Q Where can I learn more? Visit our website, www.chesspower.co.nz and click Parents
Centre. CLASS DETAILS - this is a 6 weeks chess coaching program running
on Fridays from 29 May 2020 till 3 July 2020 from 8:00 am - 9:00 am. The fee will be
$105/student for the term. The sessions will be held in the Library. If the program is
successful a new full 10-week program will be made available for Term 3. REGISTRATION
- If your child would like to be part of this please visit our website. Both registration and
payment can be done online, www.chesspower.co.nz/register.

Some fresh air at mat time for Miro.

Rimu - blowing bubbles so we could do our Bubble Mindfulness in Smiling Mind.

Check out what Kauri got up to during lockdown. This will inspire them for the upcoming Enquiry Project.

Kauri's Beyond the Gate - letters sent to retirement villages.

Nikau creating their Dioramas.

Miro's shared artwork "things that make me happy".

Having fun in Totara.

IMPORTANT DATES
Thurs 21 May - Totara Camp Info Zoom Meeting
Mon 25 May - Cross Country
Tues 26 May - BOT Meeting
Mon 1 Jun - Queen's Birthday, School closed
Tues 2 - Fri 5 Jun - Totara Camp
Fri 12 Jun - Proposed Interschool Cross Country, TBA
Thurs 18 Jun - Rippa Rugby Tournament, TBA
Tues 30 Jun - BOT Meeting
Fri 3 Jul - Term 2 ends
Mon 20 Jul - Term 3 starts

Happy Birthday to all those children who have
had to celebrate a birthday during Lockdown!

Lacey Maxcey

Maximo Mitchell-Pala

Hugh Stokes
Ed Foster
Jacob Ohlin

Freddie Dykes

Tyler Schiller-Cooper
Denim O'Dea Nuttalll

Damian Wylie

Louis Diaz Martin

James Garnham

Soraya Yates

Oscar Jones
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