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Term 2, Week 1, Wednesday 5 May 2021.

PRINCIPAL'S THOUGHTS
Dear parents,

Wed, May 5, 2021 at 3:02 PM

Totara Year 5 and 6 students enjoyed a day at Stardome today.

Welcome back to Term 2. We have an exciting ﬁrst few weeks planned.
Tomorrow our sculpture by renowned artist Peter Lange will be installed by
truck and crane beside the basketball courts. Every child in the school has
created a tile that will be placed around the artwork over the coming week to
ﬁnish the piece.
This Saturday the new basketball hoops will also be installed. Thank you very
much to the generous parents whose donations have enabled us to install
these new hoops.
In Week 3, 18 – 21 May, we will be running ‘Science and Technology Week’.
We have planned four days of fun and interactive activities to engage all the
children in science and technology. More information will come home next
week.
Thank you to those that came to hear Nathan Wallis in the hall last night. All our
teachers were present too. We heard about brain development in the early
years, when children are ready to learn to read, write and study maths, and the
importance of play and inquiry learning to set up children for life with
dispositions that reduce anxiety and depression and build conﬁdence and
resilience.
Ngā mihi,
Gary Lawrence

TEACHER ONLY DAY
As part of the NZEI Union Collective Agreement, teachers have 8 teacher-only days to
utilise over the three year term of the contract. In Term 2 all the schools on the peninsula
are meeting for a shared conference on Friday 4 June and Vauxhall will be contributing to
this conference. We will be utilising one of our teacher-only days on this day so please
mark this on your calendar as the school will be closed on this day.
PHOTOLIFE CLASS & INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS
Class, individual and sibling photos are booked for Monday 24 May. If you would like your
children to be in a sibling photo, please pop into the ofﬁce and ﬁll in a 'sibling form', they
will not take their photo without this permission form.

FUN'RAISING AT VAUXHALL

Dear Parents / Caregivers / Students - many thanks to everyone for supporting our school
fundraising events in Term 1. There are lots more fundraising events happening this Term
2...
READATHON 2021
Full details will go out in your child's school bag on Monday 10 May. If you think you've
missed the packs please pop onto our school fundraising website http://fundraiser.
vauxhall.school.nz for all the information. Miro & Kōwhai will work from the Junior Packs
and Kauri and Totara will work from the Senior Packs. We look forward to having loads of
fun reading up a storm in the coming weeks! Your support will get us one step closer to
upgrading our playground so please take the time to read through the info pack and recruit
pledges. Our target for this event is $10,000. Look out for the Playground Thermometer
showing how far we've come so far. If you have any Fundraising Ideas or questions please
get in touch fundraising@vauxhall.school.nz, we'd love to hear from you.
PIE AND SAUSAGE ROLL DAYS
Wednesday 19 May and Wednesday 23 June. Please hop on Kindo now and order your
kids' pies and/or sausage rolls for Wednesday 19 May. Orders close 11.00 am Tuesday
18 May. As a wee treat we will also be offering a "lucky dip" flavour Juicie Ice Block - order
a Juicie and the flavour will be a surprise on the day ;-) (Availability of orders for
Wednesday 23 June will come at a later date.)
FORT TAKAPUNA MARKET
Saturday 22 May - 9.00 am - 1.00 pm. We have the awesome opportunity to have our very
own stall at the next market for free! We would like to offer all sorts of kids activities and

games (gold coin donation) and school items for sale - all to raise many for the school. If
you are able to help out on the day or beforehand, that would be great, please contact Lisa
on fundraising@vauxhall.school.nz.
Please also remember:
- to hand in your New World Devonport receipts to the school office;
- to purchase on Kindo your very own Deals of Devonport 2021 voucher book, full of great
discounts, at the special price of $20;
- collect your Yummy fruit stickers so the school can receive free sports equipment.

TOTARA THANK YOU
Thanks to the parents and grandparents who have been coming in daily from 9 - 9.30 am
to support our spellbound programme. We have already seen signiﬁcant shifts in children's
spelling
ability.
If
you
are
interested
in
volunteering,
please
email
melanieb@vauxhall.school.nz. Your time and commitment is making a huge difference
to our children.
SKIDS
If you intend to use sKids for after school care please book this in. Unless sKids bookings
increase between now and Week 5 of Term 2, sKids will unfortunately not be able to
continue their service at Vauxhall School. Booking info can be found on our website here.
TRAIN OF THOUGHT
Train of Thought is back at Vauxhall for 2021. It is a unique course developed especially
for kids by The Kids Coach. This exciting 8-week adventure is designed to bring out the
best in your child by helping them recognise their strengths, develop an optimistic and
resilient mindset and navigate the ups and downs of life more easily. To secure a seat on
the Train of Thought contact jen@thekidscoach.co.nz.
COATS FOR KIDS
It is that time of year again and we are collecting good condition pre-loved coats, jackets
and new socks for this Northland Charity. These are passed on to Police, Plunket,
Women's Refuge, Social Services, Public Health Nurses, Food Banks and Corrections. All
sizes welcome and there is a collection box in the school office. Thank you.
LUNCHES
At Vauxhall School we offer different lunch options. On a Monday and Friday you can order
EZlunch and on a Thursday you can order sushi, either weekly or for the whole term.
There are 10 weeks in Term 2.

IMPORTANT DATES
Thurs 13 May - Tiritiri Matangi Kauri trip
Thurs 13 May - Totara Auckland Writer's Festival trip
Tues 18 - Fri 21 May - Science Week
Tues 18 May - BoT meeting
Mon 24 May - Photolife class & individual photos
Fri 4 Jun - Teacher only day
Wed 9 Jun - Vauxhall School Cross Country
Tues 29 Jun - Fri 2 Jul - Totara Lakewood Lodge Camp

Tues 29 Jun - BoT meeting
Fri 9 Jul - Term 2 ends

VOICE DRAMA - FREE TRIAL THIS FRIDAY!
Hi! My name is Mary Laurence and I teach year 2/3 at Vauxhall School. I also run Voice
Drama club on Fridays. The sessions are bursting with activities such as lots of circle time,

team games, big hall games, improvisation and acting that will eventually lead to a short
performance at the end of each term that you, friends, family and the whole school can
watch. My aim is that the children take part in many exciting activities designed to
increase self-awareness, self-esteem, co-operation, confidence and most importantly
– to build friendships and have LOTS of fun! As the children learn more about
themselves and each other, a warm and supportive atmosphere is built, along with a sense
of belonging. The sessions are on Fridays, Year 1, 2 & 3 from 3.15 to 4.15 pm (the
Vauxhall kids are picked up from their classes by me just before the last bell and a
roll is taken) and years 4, 5 & 6 from 4.30 – 5.30 pm. The course costs $150 per term. If
you would like to sign your child up for a free trial in week 1 or would like to know more
about what the course offers, please email Mary Laurence at voicedrama1@gmail.com.
COMMUNITY NOTICES
FASHION ON THE WHARF
The Devonport Business Association is excited to once again bring the glitz and glamour of
Fashion on the Wharf to the Devonport Ferry Terminal. Emceed by Pippa Wetzell, we invite
you to join us for an evening of fun and fashion as we celebrate the unique head-to-toe
fashions that Devonport’s retailer have to offer. Upon your arrival you’ll be treated to
canapés and a complimentary glass of bubbles before the show. This event sold out weeks
in advance last time so get your tickets today at https://www.iticket.co.nz/
events/2021/may/fashion-on-the-wharf. *10% of every ticket sold will be donated Dress for
Success Auckland.
MARBLES ART CLASSES
Marbles is about to begin its Term 2 art programme and we would love to have your artist
join our fabulous classes. We have created a wonderful programme complete with
drawing, model making, painting, building, clay and so much more. Our class sizes are
lovely and small so that every artist has time with me. If you enjoyed our holiday
programme then I am certain you will love our term art classes. If you have time, jump
online and see what we are up to this term. Classes begin this
week! www.marblesstudio.co.nz
STEPPING AHEAD
Give your child teh best start to school with this action packed hour of learning , focusing
on phonics, literacy and maths in a fun environment, suited to 3 - 5 year olds. For more
information, contact Kate 021 417622 or Jess 027 489 479, info@steppingahead.co.nz,
www.steppingahead.co.nz.
SEWING CLASSES
Learn to sew with Thread Room! Belmont, Tuesday and Thursdays, Term 2, suitable for
ages 8+. Check out our website for more information www.threadroom.co.nz/classes.
CHESS COACHING PROGRAMME
Playing chess develops self-confidence, concentration and problem-solving skills. We are
really pleased to start a Chess Coaching Programme at our school and look forward to
bringing the excitement, competition and educational benefits of chess to our
children. Each session starts with a formal lesson; all players will learn a new strategy, idea
or skill each week. Then they put those skills into practice with activities and games. All
games are monitored and supervised by the coach who provides individual feedback along
the way. Throughout the programme we reward kids that do well and encourage and
support kids that are struggling. This is a 9-week chess coaching programme running
on Fridays from 7 May 2021 to Friday 9 July from 8 am – 9 am in the school library. The
fee will be $110/student for the term. Both registration and payment can be done
online www.chesspower.co.nz/register.
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