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Term 1, Week 11, Wednesday 14 April 2021.

PRINCIPAL'S THOUGHTS
Dear parents,
Here we are at the end of term 1 already. Term 1 ends on Friday 16 April and
Term 2 begins on Monday 3 May.
Congratulations to all our swimmers who competed at the interschool
swimming sports in Takapuna last week. You were all fantastic representatives
of our school.

Nathan Wallis rescheduled to Tuesday 4 May - Week 1 of Term 2
On Tuesday 4 May we are excited to announce that Nathan Wallis will be
returning to Vauxhall to speak to our staff and the community about brain
development in children. Much of what Nathan shares relates to why we
structure our Vauxhall curriculum around age appropriate benchmarks.
In this presentation Nathan provides an informative narrative on how our dayto-day interactions with children and young people, signiﬁcantly the early years,
plays a critical role in deﬁning later outcomes for our children. In this talk
Nathan will guide you through the stages of brain development from the ﬁrst
1000 days, through toddlerhood (2-7 emotional/social brain) and into adulthood.
He will reveal little tricks that will hopefully make parenting easier and help you
open up communication with your child. You will walk away with a much better
understanding of how both your child's brain and your own brain works.
Tickets are available at https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2021/the-developingbrain-devonport/auckland/devonport.

Parent Interviews
Thank you for making the time to come in and meet with your child’s teachers.
We have had a great response with nearly every child in the school having a
parent-teacher meeting.
If you still need to book for the last session with Totara teachers tomorrow, you
can at https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/ using the code wg6qq.
Teacher Only Day Friday June 4
As part of the NZEI Union Collective Agreement, teachers have 8 teacher-only
days to utilise over the three year term of the contract. In Term 2 all the schools
on the peninsula are meeting for a shared conference on Friday 4 June and
Vauxhall will be contributing to this conference. We will be utilising one of our
teacher-only days on this day so please mark this on your calendar as the
school will be closed on this day.
Ngā mihi,
Gary Lawrence

CLAIMING BACK YOUR DONATION REBATE
You can claim back 33.33c for every dollar you spend on donations (where donations are
greater than $5). Here’s how to ﬁnd our school donation receipts for this years tax rebate
claim:
1. Log in to myKindo.co.nz and go to My Orders.
2. Choose record type ‘Donation Receipts’.
3. Set the date range.
4. Select Download Summary for IRD tax return to get a PDF document suitable for

attaching to your tax return (containing all school donation amounts paid in the

year). Individual donation receipts can also be downloaded as required or several
can be selected and downloaded into a zip ﬁle.
Information is available on support.mykindo.co.nz.
NOTE: Kindo cannot change the details on your donation receipt so please ensure your
Account Holder name is correct BEFORE paying any donations. Donation receipts will only
be issued for items that the school has nominated as ‘donation receipt required’.
REQUEST FROM SENIOR CONSTABLE MURRAY FENTON, SCHOOL CONSTABLE
As part of our commitment to our communities, I am currently doing a review/plan to
address the needs and expectations of our schools and the greater community. As each
community may have different needs, it would be great if you can provide me with some
feedback on what you see as a “need” for your community. Could you please take 2
minutes to reply to this one question survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RMYPNCT.
LOST PROPERTY
Please take the time to have a look through the huge pile of lost property outside the hall anything left behind will be given to charity.
SKIDS
If you intend to use sKids for after school care, please book this in. Unless sKids bookings
increase between now and Week 5 of Term 2, sKids will unfortunately not be able to
continue their service at Vauxhall School. Booking info can be found on our website here.
TRAIN OF THOUGHT
Train of Thought is coming back to Vauxhall in 2021. It is a unique course developed
especially for kids by The Kids Coach. This exciting 8-week adventure is designed to bring
out the best in your child by helping them recognise their strengths, develop an optimistic
and resilient mindset and navigate the ups and downs of life more easily. To secure a seat
on the Train of Thought contact jen@thekidscoach.co.nz.
COATS FOR KIDS
It is that time of year again and we are collecting good condition pre-loved coats, jackets
and new socks for this Northland Charity. These are passed on to Police, Plunket,
Women's Refuge, Social Services, Public Health Nurses, Food Banks and Corrections. All
sizes welcome and there is a collection box in the school office. Thank you.
FUN FRIDAY JUICIES
This Friday is the last day to purchase a Juicie ice block from our Year 6 students outside
the office at 3.00 pm, cash or EFTPOS available in the office. The team are trying to sell off
all their stock so please help support them with this fundraiser for the school.

IMPORTANT DATES
Tues 13 - Thurs 15 Apr - Parent Interviews
Wed 14 Apr - Pie Day
Fri 16 Apr - Term 1 ends
Mon May 2 - Term 2 starts
Tues 4 May - Nathan Wallis at Vauxhall School
Thurs 13 May - Tiritiri Matangi Kauri trip
Thurs 13 May - Totara Auckland Writer's Festival trip
Tues 18 - Fri 21 May - Science Week
Tues 18 May - BoT meeting

Mon 24 May - Photolife class & individual photos
Fri 4 Jun - Teacher-only day
Wed 9 Jun - Vauxhall School Cross Country
Tues 29 Jun - Fri 2 Jul - Totara Lakewood Lodge Camp
Tues 29 Jun - BoT meeting
Fri 9 Jul - Term 2 ends

VOICE DRAMA EPIC HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES!
My team and I are running a VOICE Drama 2-day ‘Forest Fantasy’ holiday programme for
all primary ages during the next school holidays. It will be during the first week of the
holidays on Tuesday 20 and Wednesday 21 April. There is also a one day workshop
commencing on Thursday 22 April and Thursday 29 April. The children will take part in lots
of fun big hall games, a bouncy castle (week 1) Nerf target, team games, quality craft
activities (that can be taken home to keep) and good times! During the 2 day workshop we
will also create and take part in short performances (for those who want to) based on the
children’s favourite creature characters that will be shown at 3.00pm on the 2nd day. We
would like to encourage any parents or family to come and be our audience if you are free!
The holiday programme will take place at Vauxhall school hall. You can drop the children
off with fruit for brain break, morning tea and a packed lunch (afternoon tea will be provided
by us) any time between 8.30 – 9.00 am. Children often like to pack their favourite ‘dress
up’ for the occasion. The course will be finished at 3.00, however the children are welcome
to ‘stay and play’ until 4.30 (supervised by me.) Scooters, bikes, skates and any other
outdoor equipment from home are allowed for break times and are great fun! Please bring
helmets. The workshop will cost $140 for the 2 day workshop and $70 for the one day
workshops. For bookings/info please email Mary Laurence at: voicedrama1@gmail.com.

Hi! My name is Mary Laurence and I teach Year 2/3 at Vauxhall School. I also run Voice
Drama club on Fridays. The sessions are bursting with activities such as lots of circle time,
team games, big hall games, improvisation and acting that will eventually lead to a short
performance at the end of each term that you, friends, family and the whole school can
watch. My aim is that the children take part in many exciting activities designed to
increase self-awareness, self-esteem, co-operation, confidence and, most importantly, to
build friendships and have LOTS of fun! As the children learn more about themselves and
each other, a warm and supportive atmosphere is built, along with a sense of
belonging. The sessions are on Fridays, Year 1, 2 & 3 from 3.15 to 4.15 pm (the Vauxhall
kids are picked up from their classes by me just before the last bell and a roll is taken) and

years 4, 5 & 6 from 4.30 – 5.30 pm. The course costs $150 per term. If you would like to
sign your child up for a free trial in Week 1 or would like to know more about what the
course offers, please email Mary Laurence at voicedrama1@gmail.com. Many thanks for
your time - Mary
COMMUNITY NOTICES
RELIEF TEACHING OPPORTUNITY
Small is Beautiful Preschool would like to hear from anyone interested in relief teaching or
working from 11.30 am - 1.00 pm. Monday to Friday (could be job-shared). Phone/text Val
0277139958.
HOUSE FOR RENT
If you are looking for a beautiful 3 bedroom rental in the centre of Devonport click here.
SEWING HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
April Holiday workshops from Monday 19 - Friday 23 April or Tuesday 27 and Friday 30
April from 9.00 am - 4.00 pm for ages 8+. See website for more information and Term 2
classes www.threadroom.co.nz.
POCKET ROCKETS DANCE HOLIDAY PROGRAMME!
Tuesday 27 April - Belmont Intermediate Dance Studio and Thursday 29 April Beach Haven Hall, 9.00 am - 3.00 pm, $60.00 (or $90 for both days, family discount $45 per dancer), all ages welcome (including adults)! Come and spend the day with some
of your favourite Pocket Rockets teachers and special guests!
Special guest teachers in new dance styles!
Learn awesome dances from different genres (Hip-hop, Jazz, Contemporary and
more)!
Master Tricks
Create Choreography
Arts & Crafts!
Book here by Friday 16 April 5.00 pm: https://www.pocketrockets.co.nz/enrolment
BRAIN PLAY HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
Brain Play coding, robotics, 3d printing and STEM classes. Holiday programmes currently
for $60 per day. Free trials available. Ages 5+. Email us for more information
on info@brainplay.co.nz or see www.brainplay.co.nz.
TIM BRAY THEATRE COMPANY
Presents "A Lion in the Meadow and other stories" live in Takapuna 10 April - 1 May, The
PumpHouse Theatre, www.timbray.org.nz.
SMASH TENNIS APRIL HOLIDAY CAMP
Monday 19 - Friday 23 April and Tues 27 - Friday 30 April, 9.00 am - 1.00 pm or 9.00 am 3.00 pm. Easy booking online or text Jo 021 493 489, www.smashtennis.nz.
THE AMAZING DINOSAUR DISCOVERY
A 2-hour interactive dinosaur walk-through that brings prehistoric times alive. Corner
Munroe Lane and Elliot Rose Ave, Albany from 17 April - 2 May. Book now 027 733 3466. I
have 4 half-price vouchers to give away to the first people who come in and collect them,
limit to 1 per person.
CHESS COACHING PROGRAMME
Playing chess develops self-confidence, concentration and problem-solving skills. We are
really pleased to start a Chess Coaching Programme at our school and look forward to

bringing the excitement, competition and educational benefits of chess to our
children. Each session starts with a formal lesson; all players will learn a new strategy, idea
or skill each week. Then they put those skills into practice with activities and games. All
games are monitored and supervised by the coach who provides individual feedback along
the way. Throughout the programme we reward kids that do well and encourage and
support kids that are struggling. This is a 9-week chess coaching programme running
on Fridays from 7 May 2021 to Friday 9 July from 8 am – 9 am in the school library. The
fee will be $110/student for the term. Both registration and payment can be done
online www.chesspower.co.nz/register.
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